"Beach, NC 28469

(910)579-3586 | (910)579-3557 | (800)332-5476

HH MEELUHE INC. — -mall nmncclure@atmc net

CONSTRUCTION « REAL ESTATE - RENTALS JESES

Fall 2009 Newsletter

Goblins,and Witches and Ghosts Oh My!
One can pick up any book on ghosts and hauntings along the Carolina coast, and learn about th
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haunted by the ghost of George, mischievous, but harmlesplaPGrove , like many of the old
LX FyardAz2ya Ay GKS INBIF A& Ffa2 al dsehainfessKl @S
but likes to flush toilets, and turn lights on and off. The best known legend in the area is that of the
mysterious lightat Maco Station. The town of Maco, about nineteen miles west of Wilmington wa
on the route of the Atlantic Coast Line Railroad. In 1868, the last car on a train conducted by Joe Baldwin came uhbadadkgd, b
the tracks. As another train was approauhthe separated car, Conductor Baldwin leaned over the rail, holding up a lantern to
warn the incoming trainltisdzy Of S NJ 6 KSGKSNJ §KS O2yRdzOG2NJ RARY QU aSS GKS$
train hit the car withsuchimpad G KIF & LIASOS&a 6SNB a0l GiSNBR F2NJ 208SNJ I YAt S
head. Soon after, a light appeared on certain nights, and it was said to be Joe Baldwin looking for his head. PresidediWis
supposed to have sedhe light, in 1889, when his train stopped in Maco to refuel. In 1977, Maco Station was closed down and the
rails were taken up. The light has not been seen since. The old Brunswick Inn in Southport has a resident ghostgbuae tho
old Bed and B:akfast is now a private residence. Tony Casseletta, one of a trio of musicians Worklng at the inn drowned off the
coast of Bald Head Isladdy’ (G K& woyzin @5 Qa adGAff KSFNR LIX GKS K 1-NIJ
2 K F G @ 2ebsildirgl yh & ghostbook is the story of Sam, our very own Ocean Isle Beach
2 ghost. The Winds Resort Beach Clala popular hotel in OIB.
Several years aga,guest by the name of Sarasstayingat
2yS 2F (GKS K2 ( Bree2ai Evéretiuzigs Be> :
passed away from a heart attack during his stay there, he mugis
have really enjoyed The Winds, becausenbeer left Sam is a
cQmé 2f RSNJ ISy it SYangl ook2s oS, §
harmless, and mostly moves things aroutwtns lights on and
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but he can be a bilarmingto someone not familiar with his antics. This was the case recently when an employee, on her second
day onthe job,was asked to retrieve a couple of fans framstorage area under Atlantic Bregpedeliver to some guests. After
much trouble unlocking the door, she went in, got the fans and locked the atober way out Walking back aftedelivering the
fans, she glanced at th&torage roomand saw that the door was wide open, and all the lights were on. She was sure she had Ie*
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everything turned off, but she unsuspectingly went back in and locked up. After making a comment to another employeleeabo
door and the lightsand the fact that it felt so cold insidle 8 KS ¢ | 4 ORRKYILE &¢ (2 t {(RIZY @ hy |y 2|i
employees, while doing room checks, were locked in one of the houses, and as hard as they tried, neither door wouldepen. Af
Fo2dzi GSYy YAydziSazr 2yS 2F (GKS fIF RASAa &l A RSamhadalsorbeen tebriipeekiigd F
out through the blindsn several of the rooms in Atlantic Bre&ze { 'Y YA 3IK{i 0SS Sy 22e Aagfedoskerhis f|2y
room bill.

The views expressed in this article are not necessarily the views of R.H. McClure Realty, Inc. or its employees, athedai@ ietgertainment purposes onlyhe
above article on The Winds Resort Beach Club is printedhevetten permission from the hotel owner.

Photos courtesy of Martha Russ




More Ghostly Creatures

As its name implies, the Atlantic Ghost Crab is a very secretive, seldom see
creature. Itis only found along the eastern coast of the & S &isuAlPH
active at night, K S & Q NBabdgutviwofinthes acrosssand colored, and very
fast, all of which helpake them virtually invisible, anth¢ir beady, black eyes
at the ends of two stalks giteem an alien appearancdhey have such good
eyesght that they can see and snag bugs inaiij and their eyes rotate like a
<% ; periscope, so they can see all around them, 360 degrees. They have groo
the front part of their shells where they can retract their eyestald$iey can run on their sstrong, hairy legs at spee
up to ten miles an hour, making threthefastest of all crustaceansheir scientific name)cypode Quadratameans
Swiftfooted. They can also run forwards, backwards, and sideways, which gives them a distinct advantage aga
predators, and kids on the beach tryingdbasethem with a stick.

Ghost crabs are in transition from being a marine animal to becoming a land aninesilivie on land, near the dunes
in burrows, three to four feet deep, slanted at a 45 degree angle, with agbout chamber at the bottom. They onl
need to maintain a small amount of seawater in their bronchial chambers, and they can do that byogbmghoreling
a couple of times a day, and waiting for a wave to wash over them. Thendheyer sideways back to their burrow
Sometimes they can even get the small amount of seawater they need from the wet sand, using fine hairs at th
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this is a female carrying an egg mass, which needs to be kept Tet.female lays her eggs in the water, during hig
tide. The lavae then drift about in the ocean for four to six weeks, and those which survive, return to the sand, tq
their adult life on the beach. The younger the crab, the closer to the shoreline it will build its buAarab might als(
G KA RS¢ dnyto esdade fr@n@ Svandering raccoon, or other predafdre male crab attracts the female by
rubbing hispincers against the side of his bodyuring a fll moon, the ghost crab might remind you more of a
werewolf, than a ghost. When the moon id ftthe almost invisible ghost crab will standamehe shore, facing the
moon, trying to spot some nearby insecGhost crabs only feed at night, and their diet consists of $i@ag, lizards,
FYR Y2t S ONIOKiSR ONEI, yeile®loy K Roly2ad NBFfte I ONIFo i
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hatchling.

Although the ghost crab is not on the federal list of threatenedmutangered species, scientists are keeirajose
watch on their survivaand their numbers, due mainly to over population of coastal areas, and beach renourishmg
programs which displace the ghost crabs, compacts the sand and forces the needed nimistuiteand destroys thei
burrows. Loggerhead turtle protection efforts have also affected the ghost crabs, from having their burrows des
when found too close to turtle nests.

R.H. McClure Buildersis a trusted Brunswick County
builder for new homes, remodeling, and
commercial construction.

G Get to know us and realize your possibilities.
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Changing colors ; Photo courlesy-efiMartha Rus!s

Most of us associatdutumnwith the turning of the leaves. Itis a fleeting time of beauty, and perhaps for that reason, it is
appreciated all the moreThe science behind the color changes in the leaves makes it all the more adm@akdeophyll gives the
leavesthe green color we normally see, but that green color hides the yellows and oranges which carotenoids produce in the leaves
In the fall, with shorter and cooler days, leaves stop their fowaking process. As the chlorophyll breaks down, the green
disappearsthen carotenoids (what gives carrots their orange color) start showing, and we start seeing the yellows, and orange
pigments that have always been there, albeit hidden.
The ideal fall conditions for the brilliant reds, are warm sunny days followed byigds. During sunny days, the leaves produce
sugar, which is then trapped in the leaves during the night. The trapped sugars produce a red pigment called anthdggasin.| T
why you might see a tree with bright red leaves on the side facing the silg, @n the shady side of the same tree the leaves tephd
to be yellow/orange. Some of the brightest leaf colorations are found in red and sugar maples, sassafras, sweetgumgcf@sne spe
of oak trees, and dogwood. With all the maple, oak and dogwood tkedsave in the area, we get every imaginable color
O2YO0AYyl GA2Y® hys a2 A0Qa y20 GKS . fdzS wAR3IS t I N} ébceakis p dzi
still warm enough to swim in, and the leaves are so colorful.

Columbus DayOctober 12, 2009

Christopher Columbus dared to dream. He knew where he wanted to go, and he thought he knew hgw to
get there. Wih borrowed money, he sailed ihfat the age of 41in search of peppeand other spices H
RARY QU eyt Bistandekald paristhat faced him in his endeavor todistiorter route to the Indies
and the lands so thoroughly described in the writings of Marco Polo. On October 12, 1492, the Santa Maria, the shig bgptajne
Columbus, landed on anislandiirKk S ab Sg 2 2 NI Rd¢ | S 7T 2dzy R Eyen thaighth®vias dcgbidedyf 2
ANBIG K2y 2NBR dzLl2y KA&a NBOGdzNY G2 9dz2NRLISTI / 2f dzYodza S @dtef G pzt € €
his death, in 1968, that PresideLyndon B. Johnson established the second Monday in October as a federal holiday in honoi of that
first landing on October 12. Christopher Columbus changed the world as we know it, because he dared to follow his dream.

Just because Summerisov@ 8 ay Qi YSIy @&2dz OFyQd 3I2 2
week off work, and the kids are in school, bug have great, inexpensive, weekend renta

available. Even betterplay hookey orfFridayand make it a threeday weekendve promise
S o Qi

29" Annual North Carolina Oyster Festival

October 17" and 18" in Ocean Isle Beach
More details below.
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most of his day sitting in front of his apartment window looking out. His window overlooked a courtyard, and the
windows of the apartments across. \&a neighbor disappeared aftarfight with her husband, Jeff quescted foul

play.
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overlooks the marsh side of the Intracoastal Waterway. Almost everybody who walks into the rental office commgd
aboutthedo S| dzi A FdzZt GASgd {2YS OflAY G(GKSeQff o6S KI LILER i
y2i 6S GKS o0Saili OASgs 2y (KS AatlyR oO0lFfliK2dAK 6S A
tides change,andiiQa Fa AF GKS ol O01adGdr3asS ONBg OFYS Ay YR O
Low tide on the marsh is not usually considered very attractive, since you can see the muddy bottom, and all the «
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all sorts of birds come to feed, and the crabs can be seen crawling in between the oyster shells. Is the White Ibis
GraAria SOSNR RIFed (GKS al YS 2y SK ibisfrd@n ahothér.SWelgget ik Whgr he &
stops by for his daily meal, and we cheer for him when he captures a long worm, or a small fish. We even excusg
seagulls which use the parking lot to break open the oyster shells and get their deliciouseadayy behind broken
shells and potential flat tires. Tiny sandpipers, which live in the reeds, saunter out during low tide, and try to walk
the driest part of the marsh. Sometimes a Blue Heron stops by to visit. He and Mr. Ibis are not on spealsing t

At high tide, the scenery changes, and it also changes with the seasons. In-8ea€dh, we watch for porpoises that
wander into the marsh, and come to play in front of our window. Once, there was a loggerhead turtle swimming i
front of our window, and it stayed there for hours. Just as we started to worry about itshe#ib, it swam away.
Maybe it too, was just enjoying the view. There are also times when the pelicans dive bomb into the water, and c
up, with their beaks held high, tiryg to swallow their catch. The fish jumping out of the water also keep us entertai
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by dive down and pop back up all together, li&keynchronized ballet. We wave at the fishermen, as they come traw
by, or stop for a while to check the crab traps they had left behind earlier. Sometimes, we see a guy in a wetsuit,
a lonely kayak, in the still, cold water.

In the Summerthe marsh is alive with other kinds of visitors. The black wetsuits are gone, and everything become
more colorful. There are no more lonely kaygkhey come around in groups of three, four, five at a tigweed, yellow,
green. We make up storiesatiopu 6 KSNBE (KS& OFYS FTNRBYX YR gKSNB (K
overtothisdealSy R f AGGfS LIASOS 2F YINRK Ay FNRYyd 2F 2dzNJ a
We worried that the boat sitting on the marsh would g#tick there when the tide went out. (It did!) We watch the
small airplane, which takes tourists on tours, flying overhead, and we watch, over in the distance, the yellow para
FteAy3a 20SN) GKS 20SlIyo ¢ K S NI ®wioosh by{ioNa bOed puling a \BagesRier, lorza
inflatable raft behind it. And we wait for low tide, and the daily visit from Mr. White Ibis.




All photographs taken from our Rental Offiten S FHriddwe.




The ocean cries out softly for me
Placid waters whisper out my name
The changing tide ebbs from the distant bay
Reminding me that nothingtays the same.

From a poem by Carlton Lloyd Smit

The ocean approaches, and you rush over to move your towel and flip flops to higher ground. A few lafeytgeu do it
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causes this rise and fall of the ocean waters?

Normally referred to as Lunar Tides, the daily cycles of high antidesvare caused by the gravitational attraction of the
Moon. The earth is a rodkard mass, so the gravitational pull on the land is minuscule. The water, however, is always moving due
to wind and currents, and the pull from the Moon is enough to deftihe oceans. As the earth rotates under the bulge, high tide
propagates onto the shores. On the opposite side of the planet, another bulge, or high tide, is caused by the waterdveing th
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five minutes between two high tides. Off shore, in the deep oceans, the difference in tides is about a foot and a ih&if;reatses
as it approaches a beach, a bay, or an estuary.

The Earth also experiences a gravitational pull from the Sun. The Sun, though much larger than the moon, is much farther
away, thus, its gravitational tug is only about half as strong as the one produced by the Moon. During New Moon anchiull Moo
when the Sun and the Moon are in a straight line, (known as sygyyythat word next time you play Scrabble), their gravitational
pull combine to cause what is call&pring Tideg; i K2 dzZ3 K A 0Qa y20 NBtFGISR (2 GKS {SlFazy
YSI yAy3 zbojulnpgupNRisisaitime when the tides are exceptionally high, as well as
exceptionally low.

The opposite, when the Sun and the Moon are at right angles from the Earth, canceling out each
20KSNDR&a ANX GAGFGA2YyFE | G0 Nighand BwtHes is KnSwnadp TideSNJ RAFFSNBE Y OS¢

Every other year or so, an unusually high tide, The Proxigean Spring Tide,
takes place when the Moon is both in New, or Full Mobage, and at its closest point to the Earth. If a
Proxigean (or Perigeean) Spring Tide coincides with a storm close to shore, it can cause severe erosion and
damage.
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for high and low tides change by about fifty minutes each day. The rolling out tide is knebhiag whie the incoming tide is

known adflowing. The point between high and low tide is knowrSack Tide.

THE HISTORY OF OCEAN ISTEBM L +9w{ ! w, 95L¢Lhb A& aStlt Ay3
Order yours today!
Available online atvww.OceanlsleHistory.coand now with FREE SHIPPING!
A perfect holiday gift for friends and family!




