
 

 

                                       

 

 

 

   Spring 2010 Newsletter        

²Ŝ ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƘŜ {ǇǊƛƴƎ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜǎ ƻŦ ǎƴƻǿΣ ōǳǘ ǎƛƴŎŜ ƛǘΩǎ ǎƻ ǊŀǊŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ƘŜǊŜΣ 

ǿŜ ŦƛƴŘ ǎƴƻǿ ǎƻ ŜȄŎƛǘƛƴƎΦ  ²Ŝ ƧƻƪŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ a sign on the other side of ǘƘŜ ōǊƛŘƎŜ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΣ άbƻ 

ǎƴƻǿ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘΦέ  ²ŜƭƭΣ ǿŜ ƭƛŜŘΦ  ²Ŝ ƘŀŘ ǎƴƻǿ ƻƴ hL. ǘƘŜ ƴƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ мнκмоΦ  Lǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ƳǳŎƘΣ 

but it was enough to make it look like a beautiful winter wonderland.  This year, winter has been 

ǊƻǳƎƘ ŦƻǊ ǳǎΦ  ²ŜΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭŘΦ  hǳǊ ōƭƻƻŘ ƛǎ ǘƘƛƴΦ  ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ά{ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴƛȊŜŘέΦ  Lǘ 

ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƭŘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǳǎǳŀƭ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƛƴǘŜǊΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘƭȅ ŎƻƭŘ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ 

ǳǎǳŀƭΦ  bƻǊƳŀƭƭȅ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŦŜǿ Řŀȅǎ ƻŦ ŦǊŜŜȊƛƴƎ ǘŜƳǇŜǊŀǘǳǊŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

mid sixties.  Not this year!  It was cold, and it stayed cold.  Then, at last, we were rewarded with a 

gorgeous white view on Saturday morning.  It was all worth it!   

 

 

Wayne Melton thought he was all done                               Snowball fight in OIB?                                                          The OIB firefighters had fun in the  

shoveling snow ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ƳƻǾŜŘ Řƻǿƴ {ƻǳǘƘΧ                   snow. 

 

The hoƭƛŘŀȅ ǘǊƛǾƛŀ ǿŜƴǘ ƻǾŜǊ ǎƻ ǿŜƭƭ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ²ƛƴǘŜǊ нллф ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊΣ ǿŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǿŜΩŘ ƎƛǾŜ ƛǘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǘǊȅΦ  LǘΩǎ ƭƛƪŜ the Spiderman 3 movie, or 

Superman 5 - LŦ ƛǘ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƛƳŜΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ƪŜŜǇ ŘƻƛƴƎ ƛǘΦ  ¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊs on a later page. 

{ǘΦ tŀǘǊƛŎƪΩǎ Day Trivia 

мΦ  ²ƘŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ {ǘΦ tŀǘǊƛŎƪΩǎ 5ŀȅ ǇŀǊŀŘŜ ƘŜƭŘΚ 

нΦ  ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ /ƘƛŎŀƎƻ wƛǾŜǊ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ ŦƻǊ ƻƴ {ǘΦ tŀǘǊƛŎƪΩǎ 5ŀȅΚ 

оΦ  ²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǇƘǊŀǎŜΣ ά9Ǌƛƴ Dƻ .ǊŀƎƘέ ƳŜŀƴΚ 

пΦ  ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ άǎƘŀƳǊƻŎƪέΚ 

5.  Why is the shamrock ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ {ǘΦ tŀǘǊƛŎƪΩǎ 5ŀȅΚ 

сΦ  Iƻǿ ŀǊŜ ǎƴŀƪŜǎ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ {ǘΦ tŀǘǊƛŎƪΩǎ 5ŀȅΚ 

тΦ  ²Ƙȅ ŀǊŜ ŎƻǊƴŜŘ ōŜŜŦ ŀƴŘ ŎŀōōŀƎŜ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ {ǘΦ tŀǘǊƛŎƪΩǎ 5ŀȅΚ 

уΦ  ²Ƙŀǘ Řƻ ƭŜǇǊŜŎƘŀǳƴǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ Řƻ ǿƛǘƘ {ǘΦ tŀǘǊƛŎƪΩǎ 5ŀȅΚ 

фΦ  ²Ƙȅ ƛǎ LǊŜƭŀƴŘ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ά¢ƘŜ 9ƳŜǊŀƭŘ LǎƭŜέΚ 

10. About how many Americans are of Irish descent? 



 

Sand Dollars 

          The storms we had around Christmas time in Ocean Isle Beach brought hundreds of sand dollars out to the beach, where people picked them                                   

up and hauled them away in grocery bags and five gallon buckets.  There were people out, even in the middle of the night, walking around with 

ŦƭŀǎƘƭƛƎƘǘǎΣ ǇƛŎƪƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǎŀƴŘ ŘƻƭƭŀǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǊŦΦ  Lǘ ǿŀǎ άƭƛƪŜ picking flowerǎ ƛƴ ŀ ŦƛŜƭŘέΣ said one of our homeowners, Roberta Chopko.  I was lucky 

enough to find one on Christmas Eve, while I watched my grandson and nephew swimming in the chilly ocean water.  The sand dollar is a very 

elusive creature, since it has no way of protecting itself except to burrow in the sand and hide.  The sand dollar is of the same family as an urchin, 

ƻǊ ŀ ǎŜŀ ǎǘŀǊΦ   ¢ƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘǿƻ ǘƻ ŦƻǳǊ ƛƴŎƘŜǎ ǿƛŘŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŀōƻǳǘ оκу ƻŦ ŀƴ ƛƴŎƘ ǘƘƛŎƪΦ  {ŀƴŘ ŘƻƭƭŀǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻ ŀǊƳǎ ƻǊ ƭŜƎǎΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ 

with short spines called tube feet, which are used for locomotion and for burrowing in the sand.  They live on the bottom, in shallow coastal 

waters, in temperate and tropical zones.  They creep around mouth side down, constantly feeding on real tiny, disintegrating organic particles, just 

like sea stars do.  The tube feet on top, on the part that looks like a flower, are used for breathing.           

          ²ƘŜƴ ƻƴŜ ŦƛƴŘǎ ŀ ǎŀƴŘ ŘƻƭƭŀǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōŜŀŎƘΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ Ƨǳst the exoskeleton of a dead one, since sand dollars cannot survive any time on the 

beach.  When alive, a sand dollar looks like a fuzzy cookie, usually bluish or deep purple.  It gets its name from being shaped like a big coin,  When 

ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǿŀǎƘŜŘ ǳǇ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōŜŀŎƘΣ ǘƘŜȅ ƭƻǎŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƭƻǊΣ and turn grayish, which makes them look like a silver coin.  The white ones are just bleached 

ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƴΦ  Lƴ {ǇŀƴƛǎƘΣ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘΣ άƎŀƭƭŜǘŀǎ ŘŜƭ ƳŀrέΣ or sea crackers.  In the waters of the Caribbean, sand dollars are not as flat as they are in 

the US.   In {ƻǳǘƘ !ŦǊƛŎŀΣ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ Ǉŀƴǎȅ ǎƘŜƭƭǎΣ ōŜcause they look like the pansy flower.   

         Sand dollars reproduce by releasing eggs and sperm into the water.  There they join and develop into free-swimming larvae.  Later they 

develop the hard skeleton and drop to the bottom.  When the water is calm, sand dollars usually stand on their edge, but when there are strong 

ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘǎΣ ǘƘŜȅ ōǳǊǊƻǿ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƴŘ ōƻǘǘƻƳΦ  ¢ƘŜȅΩƭƭ ŜǾen swallow sand to make themselves heavƛŜǊ ǎƻ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ǿŀǎƘŜŘ ŀǿŀȅΦ   

     When you break open a sand dollar, you find part of the creature inside.  There are five tiny pieces inside, shaped like little doves.  These, and 

the unusual pattern on the sand dollar has led to the legend of the sand dollar among Christians.   

 

Legend of the Sand Dollar 

¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ǇǊŜǘǘȅ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƭŜƎŜƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ 

Of the birth and death of Jesus, found in this lowly shell 

LŦ ȅƻǳ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜ ŎƭƻǎŜƭȅΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŦƛƴŘ ƘŜǊŜ 

CƻǳǊ ƴŀƛƭ ƘƻƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŦƛŦǘƘ ƻƴŜΣ ƳŀŘŜ ōȅ ŀ wƻƳŀƴΩǎ ǎǇŜŀǊ 

On one side the Easter lily, its center is the star 

That appeared unto the shepherds and led them from afar 

The Christmas poinsettia etched on the other side 

Reminds us of his birthday our happy Christmastide 

Now break open the center, and you will release 

The five white doves awaiting, to spread good will and peace 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

R.H. McClure Builders is a trusted Brunswick County  
builder for new homes, remodeling,  and  

commercial construction.   
Get to know us and realize your possibilities.   
910.579.2454  www.rhmcclurebuilders.com  

Gabriel Creech, age 3, shows off his find 


