
       

  

  

 

                                                                                                                                          

 

 

 
Loggerhead Turtles                                            Summer 2009 Newsletter 
 
The loggerhead turtle is the largest of the hard-shelled turtles, and the most 
abundant of all marine turtles in the US.  Although North Carolina is home to only 
one percent of the loggerhead turtle nesting areas in the US, this turtle is very 
much part of Ocean Isle Beach.  IŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƭǳŎƪȅΣ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ aŀȅ ŀƴŘ !ǳƎǳǎǘΣ ȅƻǳ 
ƳƛƎƘǘ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ŀ ƴŜǎǘ ƻǊ ǘǿƻΣ ǘǳŎƪŜŘ ǳǇ ƴŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ŘǳƴŜǎΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƭǳŎƪȅΣ 
you might witness hatchlings emerging from their nest.   
There are two schools of thought as to how the loggerhead turtle got its name.  
Some believe the name refers to the shape of their heads, which is similar to the 
pointed blocks of wood used by loggers.  The other idea is based on another 

definition of the word loggerhead - a blockhead or stupid person.  In Spanish, these turtles are called Tortugas Bobas, or Silly Turtles.  
The reason for the name is that young loggerhead turtles tend to float on the surface of the ocean, sunbathing.  The warmth of the 
sun makes them feel sleepy, or in a daze, and makes them very easy to capture.  In spite of its name, the loggerhead turtle is far 
from stupid.  It has been around over 240 million years, and is perfectly adapted to its environment.  It has strong jaws to crush the 
mollusks, crustaceans, and other animals it feeds on.  It is also known to feed on the poisonous Portuguese Man OΩ²ŀǊΦ  ¢ƘƻǳƎƘ 
their movements are cumbersome while on land, in the water they appear to fly, swimming at around fifteen miles an hour. 
Loggerhead turtles are reptiles, and must breathe air, but they can dive down to 100-200 meters, coming up for air every four or five 
minutes.  Their nostrils are on top of their nose, so they barely clear the surface to take in air.  At rest or sleeping, they can stay 
under water for several hours at a time.   
A female loggerhead will travel thousands of miles to return to the beach where she was hatched.  She will leave the water, dig a 
nesting area with her back flippers, and very carefully lay around one hundred ping pong ball shaped eggs.  She will then cover the 
eggs with sand, and return to the sea.  The temperature of the nest determines the sex of the hatchlings.  Cooler nests (around 82 
degrees F) will produce more males.  Warmer nests (around 85 degrees F) will produce more females.   
Two months later, tiny, two-inch haǘŎƘƭƛƴƎǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŜƳŜǊƎŜΣ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ŀǘ ƴƛƎƘǘΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀŘ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ǘƘŜ ōǊƛƎƘǘƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊΩǎ ŜŘƎŜΦ   
They will spend the first ten to twelve years of their lives far from shore, in the open seas, around the Sargasso Sea.  If they survive, 
the can live up to fifty years, and grow to about four feet and weigh as much as five hundred pounds. 

 
Lƴ ǘƘŜ {ƻǳǘƘ .ǊǳƴǎǿƛŎƪ LǎƭŀƴŘǎΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ƴƻƴǇǊƻŦƛǘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ά¢ǳǊǘƭŜ ²ŀǘŎƘέΦ  Lƴ 
OIB, the program is headed by Miss Gloria, better known as The Turtle Lady.  Ocean 
Isle Beach is a protected nesting area, and there are several things that you, as a 
visitor, or a full time resident, can do to help preserve these beautiful animals. 
 

1. Oceanfront homes should turn off their ocean facing outside lights during the 
summer months, so as not to confuse the hatchlings. 

2. Never disturb a nesting Mother or her hatchlings. 
3. Nests are protected with a mesh screen, and should not be disturbed. 
4. Collect all your trash from the beach, especially plastics. 

 
                                        To learn more about the program, visit their website at www.oibturtlepatrol.com. 
 
 
     Reminders:                                                              2009 OIB Fourth of July Parade                   In future issues: 
     ωNo cabanas are allowed on Ocean Isle              LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƛƴ hŎŜŀƴ LǎƭŜ .ŜŀŎƘ ƻƴ                  ωhǳǊ ¢ƛŘŜǎ         
     Beach, just umbrellas, and all items                         Wǳƭȅ рΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ƴƛǎǎ ǘƘŜ !ƴƴǳŀƭ                   ωнфth Annual Oyster Festival               
     need to be removed by 7:00 pm.                          CƻǳǊǘƘ ƻŦ Wǳƭȅ tŀǊŀŘŜΣ ȅŜǇΣ ƘŜƭŘ                 ω[ŜǘΩǎ Ǝƻ ŦƛǎƘƛƴƎ                    
     ωFishing licenses are required for all                           on the fifth this year!                             ωDƘƻǎǘ ŎǊŀōǎ             
       fishing in Ocean Isle Beach.  They can                Reminder:  bƻ ŦƛǊŜǿƻǊƪǎ ŀǊŜ                      ω!ƴƴǳŀƭ ¢ǊŀǎƘ .ŀǎƘ                    
       be purchased at www.ncwildlife.com.              permitted on Ocean Isle Beach.                  ωDƻōƭƛƴǎΣ ϧ ²ƛǘŎƘŜǎ ϧ DƘƻǎǘǎΣ hƘ aȅ                         

http://www.oibturtlepatrol.com/
http://www.ncwildlife.com/


       

There are land turtles, and marine turtles, and there are also Sand Turtles.  This loggerhead sand turtle  
was sculpted by Eileen Gannon.  It was almost life size, and it took her almost four hours to sculpt it. 

 

                   If you would like to see your beach photo on our 
newsletter, email us your jpg image, with the  
ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ƭƛƴŜ άbŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊ ǇƘƻǘƻέΦ  ¸ƻǳ ƴŜǾŜǊ  

know, we might use it in a future issue. 
ncmcclure@atmc.net    

 

ñLet's go surfin' now, Everybody's learning how, Come on and safari with me.ò  The Beach Boys, 1962 
 
 Would you like to learn to surf?  Usually, all students are standing up and riding                  
waves on the first day, in the first half hour of camp.  Surf camps run Mondays through 
Thursday, 8:30 am to 11:00 am, with Fridays left open for make-up day in case of 
inclement weather.  They ŀƭǎƻ ƘŀǾŜ ά[ƛǘǘƭŜ YƛŘǎέ ŎŀƳǇ ŦƻǊ ŀƎŜǎ с-9.  ¢ƘŜ ŀŎŀŘŜƳȅΩǎ 

emphasis is on water safety, board handling skills, and surfing fun.  The cost is $235.00, and they provide 
surfboards, snacks and expert instruction.  For more information, or to book a class, please visit their 
website at www.oceanislesurfacademy.com 

 

 

Brunswick Surf and Turf will be having two surf camps in June, Monday 
through Thursday.  The cost is $175.00 (not including the surfboard).  For more 
information, please visit their website at www.brunswicksurfandturf.com  
 

 
 

 

 

         This year marks the 50
th
 anniversary of the introduction of the Three-Point seat 

belt we all use today.  That seems incredible when we think back about growing up 

with no restraints in the car, but it was in August of 1959 when a Swedish engineer 

named Nils Bohlin acquired patent number 3,043,625 for his breakthrough 

invention: a seat belt with a strap across the chest, and one across the hips, which was 

buckled up at the same point, and could be buckled even with one hand.  Seat belts had been 

around for a while, but with only one strap across the stomach, they caused severe abdominal injuries during a 

car crash.  In 1958 Volvo hired Bohlin, who had developed pilot ejector seats, to come up with a solution, and 

in less than a year, Bohlin came up with the answer.  The three-point seat belt was not introduced in the United 

States until 1963, and it wasnôt until 1985 before two states, Texas and New York, made wearing seat belts 

mandatory.  

Photo courtesy of  
  Reese Patterson 

Photo courtesy of 
   Marty Mentzer 

http://www.oceanislesurfacademy.com/
http://www.brunswicksurfandturf.com/


       

                    Parasailing 
     
I am almost sixty years old - ŀ ōŀōȅ ōƻƻƳŜǊΣ ŀǎ ǿŜΩǊŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘΦ  
When I was a child, my white haired grandmother would sit up 
very straight, would wear a shawl, and always ς and I mean 
always ς would wear a skirt.  My grandmother, nor my mother, 
would have ever been caught dead riding a bicycle, or running 
down the street in biker shorts.  They missed out on so much!  
¢ƻŘŀȅΣ ōŀōȅ ōƻƻƳŜǊǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴow the meaning of the word old.  
²ŜΩǊŜ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǎŎǳōŀ ŘƛǾƛƴƎΣ ŎƭƛƳōƛƴƎ ƳƻǳƴǘŀƛƴǎΣ ǊƛŘƛƴƎ ŀ 
ōƛŎȅŎƭŜ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ƳŀǊŀǘƘƻƴǎΦ   ²Ŝ ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜ          
stopped, but for some of us, it takes a bit of persuasion to get                           OIB from the air.  Photo courtesy of Martha Russ 
involved in those crazy activities.  In my case, it took a LOT of persuasion.  Years ago, while living in CA, I had seen people parasailing.  
It looked very exciting, and I thought it was something I would like to do; but it was one of those things I put aside for another day, 
ŀƴŘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ȅŜŀǊΣ ŀƴŘ L Ƨǳǎǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƻ ƛǘΦ   ¸ŜŀǊǎ ƭŀǘŜǊ, in Ocean Isle, while sitting on the beach one day, I saw a huge 
yellow parachute, with the famous smiley face on it, and a phone number stamped on it.   Below the parachute, being pulled by a 
boat, was a barely seen person, parasailing.   You think I ran to call the number on the chute, right?  Oh no, I told you I needed a lot 
of persuasion.  I was way too old for such shenanigans.    But I started talking to people about their experience on it, and I kept 
watching that parachute every day, and finally, I called and booked a reservation.    I brought a disposable camera which I carried up 
with me, and that was a crazy idea, since it left me only one hand with which to hold on to the straps, but I ended up with some 
great shots.  I am heavy set, and I could barely get in the boat, but a ten-year old who 
climbed in after me had trouble too, so that made me feel better.  Now, you get on the 
boat from the pier behind The Giggling Mackerel, which makes it much easier.  Captain 
Barrett and his crew will assist you on board. During the boat ride we got to see some 
dolphins, so I felt that I had gotten two for the price of one ς parasailing, and a dolphin 
watching boat trip.   I was the last one to go up, but it eventually got to be my turn.   
Was I scared?  Oh yeah, you bet!  Did I enjoy it?  I enjoyed it so much, I went back up the 
following year, and I plan to go again this Summer.   Bring a camera if you can; the straps 
ŀǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ǎŀŦŜΣ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƴŜŜŘ ōƻǘƘ ƘŀƴŘǎ ǘƻ ƘƻƭŘ ƻƴΦ  ¸ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ŀ 
ǿŀǘŜǊǇǊƻƻŦ ŎŀƳŜǊŀΣ ōǳǘ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ōǊƛƴƎ ŀ ŘƛǎǇƻǎŀōƭŜ ƻƴŜΣ ǎƛƴŎŜ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ Ƴȅ 
name called in vain if you happen to drop your expensive camera into the Atlantic 
Ocean.  ¢ƘŜ ǾƛŜǿ ŦǊƻƳ ǳǇ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀǿŜǎƻƳŜΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŜǿΦ  ¢ƻ ƳŜ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ 
ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ŀŘǾŜƴǘǳǊŜΣ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜΣ ά¸ŜǎΣ L Ŏŀƴ Řƻ ǘƘƛǎΗέ ƳƻƳŜƴǘǎΣ but more importantly, 
it was so much fun!   ¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǘƻƻ old to play.   For more information, visit their 
website at www.ncwatersports.com.  See you at 800 feet! 
 
 

 
.Ŝ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ǎǘƻǇ ōȅ wΦIΦ aŎ/ƭǳǊŜ wŜŀƭǘȅΩǎ ǊŜƴǘŀƭ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ǘƻ ǇƛŎƪ ǳǇ 
your Vacation Value coupons good on boat or Jet Ski rentals, 
parasailing, banana boats, and clothing and food, sponsored by 
the Giggling Mackerel and the OIB Fishing Center at the foot of 
the bridge. 

                                                             
 
                                                                
                           

                                                                                                                                                                                            
R.H. McC lure Builders is a trusted Brunswick 

County b uilder for new homes, remodeling, and 
commercial construction.   

Get to know us and realize your possibilities.   
910.579.2454  www.rhmcclurebuilders.com  

http://www.ncwatersports.com/


       

                                                                                                                

Concerts on the Coast 

 
Once again, the OIB Property Owners Association is sponsoring their Tenth Annual Summer Concert Series.  
 The concerts are every Friday, weather permitting, from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m., May 22 to September 4.  A  
ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ƳǳǎƛŎ ƎŜƴǊŜ ƛǎ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜŘ ŜŀŎƘ ǿŜŜƪΦ  CǊƻƳ .ŜŀŎƘ ŀƴŘ 5ŀƴŎŜ aǳǎƛŎΣ ǘƻ hƭŘ ¢ƛƳŜ .ŀƴŘǎΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ 
something for every musical taste.  The concerts are free, but a donation of nonperishable food items is  
encouraged, to benefit the Shallotte Food Bank.  The open air concerts take place on the parking lot of the 
Museum of Coastal Carolina, on Second Street.  Bring a chair, or a blanket to sit on, and enjoy a music-filled, 
relaxing evening.  No glass containers are allowed, bǳǘ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ōǊƛƴƎ ŀ ǎƴŀŎƪΣ ƻǊ ŀ ǇƛŎƴƛŎΣ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ  
the dancing shoes.   
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   Schedule of Performances 
 
5/22 Craig Woolard Band (CWB)   7/17 Continental Divide 
6/5 The Imitations    7/24 Band of Oz 
6/12 Northern Border Bluegrass  7/31 GB 4 
6/19 The Attractions   8/7 Sea Cruz 
6/26 Mark Roberts and Breeze  8/14 The Holiday Band 
7/3 Men of Distinction   8/21 Cousin Homer Band 
7/10 Craig Woolard Band (CWB)  9/4 The Imitations 
 

 
 
 


