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They ǎŀȅ ǘƛƳŜ ŦƭƛŜǎ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŦǳƴΦ  ²Ŝ ƳǳǎǘΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘƛƳŜΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ōŜŜƴ ŀ 

year since our first newsletter, Winter of 20луΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ άŦŀƴǎέΦ  ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ƎǊŜŀǘ 

commenǘǎΣ ǇƘƻǘƻǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŦŜŜŘōŀŎƪΦ  YŜŜǇ ǘƘŜƳ ŎƻƳƛƴƎΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǇƘƻǘƻǎΦ  ²Ŝ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƭƭΣ ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ ǿŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƭƭ ŀǘ ƻƴŎŜΦ    

LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅ ƛŘŜŀǎ ŦƻǊ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƛǎǎǳŜǎΣ ǎŜƴŘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǘƻƻΦ  ²Ŝ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƻŦ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎΣ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿΧ 

Christmas in November     

Santa was a busy fellow in Ocean Isle Beach the Saturday after Thanksgiving.  Some of you may  

remember that last year, the OIB Christmas parade was cancelled due to rain.  This year the parade  

took place at two o'clock, under a bright, warm sun; too warm for the way some of us were dressed,  

considering the day started out at 36 degrees.  West Brunswick High School JROTC led the way,  

followed by the Shriners, and Debbie Smith, OIB's mayor. The Shriners' little go-carts, going up and  

down a ramp in the middle of the road were fun to watch, as well as the clowns, who were up to all  

kinds of mischief.  Santa was there, of course, at the end, riding in the OIB rescue boat.  At 5:30, it was  

time to go see Santa again.   The OIB fire department, with the OIB Property Owners' Association, again  

hosted a Christmas evening, with Santa as the main guest, and cookies and hot chocolate provided by  

the Association.  Gayle Hughes' parrot, Jimmy, was almost as popular as Santa, with kids crowded  

around his cage, entertained by Jimmy's high pitched squawk.  The face painting table was also popular,  

and kids lined up, patiently waiting their turn to have a Christmas tree, Frosty, or a candy cane painted  

on their cheek. From there, we all headed over the bridge to Sharkey's Restaurant to wait for the  

Christmas Flotilla to arrive from Shallotte Point.  The weather was perfect.  There was a chill in the air  

to remind us that Christmas was close, but it was warm enough to remind us that we were in beautiful  

Ocean Isle Beach.  The crowd cheered and clapped at every entry.  There were the traditional Christmas  

trees, Frosty's boat, which came in backwards, reindeer, and sleds, but there was also a less traditional  

Santa riding on a blue chopper.  My personal favorite was the Message in a Bottle:  "Dear Santa, I wish  

for a bigger boat."  After the boats docked behind Sharkey's, the crowd was entertained with live music  

from the Cousin Homer Band.   What a day! 

                                                                                                              Far Left:  Ethan Stutts, age 6, gets his face  

                                                                                                              painted, while James Saunders, age 8,  

                                                                                                              awaits his turn. 

                                                                                                              Left:  Megan Creech, age 6, has a serious  

                                                                                                              conversation with Santa, age unknown. 

                                                                                                              Right:  OIB Christmas parade 

 

Christmas Trivia (answers on a later page) 

Take a stab without peeking. 

 

1. St. Nicholas of Myra, known as the original Santa Clause, is the patron           6. What Christmas carol is really a Thanksgiving song? 

     saint of what two groups?                                                                                         7. Where and when was the first Christmas tree retail lot in the US? 

2. /ŀƴ ȅƻǳ ƴŀƳŜ ǘƘŜ ŜƛƎƘǘ ǊŜƛƴŘŜŜǊΚ                                                                            уΦ ²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎt popular Christmas carol of all time? 

оΦ ²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿǊƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƘǊŀǎŜΚ άDƻŘ ǊŜǎǘ ȅŜΣ aŜǊǊȅ DŜƴǘƭŜƳŜƴέ                     фΦ мΦт6 billion of what are produced every year? 

4. What was the first state to officially recognize Christmas as a holiday?           10.  When was the first Christmas tree 

5. Who invented electric Christmas lights?                                                                         placed in the White House? 

 



.ƛǊŘΩǎ Eye View 

One thinks of OIB as a haven for water sports, fishing, kayaking, boating, swimming, etc., but what 

about flying?  ²ƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ hŎŜŀƴ LǎƭŜ .ŜŀŎƘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŀƛǊΚ  The OIB airport, on Hwy 179, 

offers a flying tour of the island at a very reasonable cost.  ¢ƘŜȅ ŀƭǎƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŦƭȅƛƴƎ ƭŜǎǎƻƴǎΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ 

interested.  The plane flies at an altitude of about 1,000 feet, so you get to see all the features of the 

island, but from a different perspective.    The pilot will do twists and turns for you if you like some 

extra excitement.   What a great photo op!  For more information, please visit their website at 

www.flyoib.com. 

 

 

 

 

The 6
th
 annual Run for Food event will take place in Ocean Isle Beach on Saturday,  

January 9th, 2010, at 9:00 a.m.  All proceeds will benefit the South Brunswick Interchurch 

Council Food Pantry.  The Half-Marathon and 5K Run or Walk will take the participants  

over the Odell Williamson Bridge to the mainland, and then back to the island.  The view 

alone should make this worthwhile.  For more information, or to register, please visit their 

website at www.active.com and type in άRun for Foodέ on the right side of the screen, 

ǳƴŘŜǊ άCƛƴŘ ¢ƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƻ 5ƻέΦ   

http://www.flyoib.com/
http://www.active.com/


²I!¢Ω{ .99b I!tt9bLbD !wh¦b5 I9w9Κ 

The big event in October was the Oyster Festival, which took place October 17-18.  Once again, it was a great success.  The estimates on the 

number of attendees ranged ŦǊƻƳ мрΣллл ǘƻ олΣлллΦ  9ƛǘƘŜǊ ǿŀȅΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŀƴ ŀǿŦǳƭ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΗ   !ǎ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǎŜŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ōǊƛŘƎŜ ǇƘƻǘƻǎ ōŜƭƻǿΣ 

traffic was heavy.  One photo, on the left, was taken at 10:00 a.m. on the 4th of July and one, on the right, was taken on Saturday, October 17.  

Except for the chilly weather, one could hardly tell the difference (except nobody was checking out, so there was no outgoing traffic)Φ   ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ 

even considering the buses that shuttled people from the free parking areas ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƛƴƭŀƴŘΣ ōȅ [ƻǿŜΩǎ CƻƻŘǎΦ  As usual, there were crafts, food, 

and a play area for the kids with a mechanical bull, a rock climb, and a bumpy slide; there was music, dancing, a shagging contest and more;   there 

was the annual Oyster Stew Cook-off, a great display about the value of recycling oyster shells, and, of course, there were OYSTERS.   Daniel Burroff 

again won the oyster shucking contest in the amateur division, and Lisa Bellamy won first place in the professional division.  She shucked 24 oysters 

in 2 minutes, 37 seconds.   The winners of the shagging contest were Danny and Carol Everhart.   A new comer this year, The Boundary House, in 

Calabash, took first place in the Oyster Stew Cook-off.    The first Oyster Festival took place in October 1981, on the airport grounds.  Since then, it 

has been held at The Village at Sunset Beach (where Food Lion now stands), on the grounds of West Brunswick High School, and even on Main 

Street, in Shallotte.  The last few years, the festival has been held on Second Street, next to the Museum of Coastal Carolina.   If everything goes as 

planned, next year, the Oyster Festival will not be held on the island.  The 30th annual Oyster Festival, in October 2010, is scheduled to take place at 

the Ocean Isle Beach Park, on Old Georgetown Road, between Ocean Isle Beach Drive and Hwy 904.   

                                                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


