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Cardinals  

This marks the 3rd anniversary of our quarterly newsletter- our thirteenth 

issue.  (I hope none of you is triskaidekaphobic. )  By now, you faithful readers know 

that we feature an area animal in each issue.   We normally pick them at random, 

whatever suits our fancy.  This time I picked the cardinal for two reasons:  We have 

some off-the-island surprises for you later, and (and this is really the best reason), the 

cardinal is red.  So what, you say?  Well, to me white and red are the colors of winter, 

ŀƴŘ L ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘƛǘŜΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭƻǊ ƻŦ snow, and we 

ŘƻƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŀǘΣ Řƻ ǿŜΚ  bƻǘ ƛƴ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭΣ ǎǳƴƴȅ hŎŜŀƴ LǎƭŜ .ŜŀŎƘΦ  

So that leaves red, the color of holly berries, the color of mistletoe, Christmas stockings 

ƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƴǘƭŜΣ {ŀƴǘŀ /ƭŀǳǎΩ ƻǳǘŦƛǘΣ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǊŘƛƴŀƭǎΦ   

           /ŀǊŘƛƴŀƭǎΣ ŀƭǎƻ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άǊŜŘōƛǊŘǎέ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƳƛƎǊŀǘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴǘŜǊΣ ǎƻ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ 

ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǾŜǊȅ ƴǳƳŜǊƻǳǎ ƻƴ ǘhe island, you can often spot them off the beaten path, 

ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƛƴƭŀƴŘΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƘŀƴƎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ōŀŎƪ ȅŀǊŘǎΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ƛŦ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ 

birdfeeder around.  They live about fifteen years in the wild, and once they make themselves at home, they tend to stay around.  

¢ƘŜȅΩǊŜ Ŝŀǎƛƭȅ ǎǇƻǘǘŜŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǘŜƴŘ ǘƻ ǎǘŀȅ ƛƴ ƭƻǿ ōǳǎƘŜǎ and small trees, and, of course, because of their bright color.  

Actually, only the male cardinal sports the bright red plumage, while the female is just a dull gray, as are the young males, until they 

molt and grow their bright red feathers.    Unlike many songbirds, both the male and the female cardinals sing, often in a variety of 

ƳŜƭƻŘƛŜǎΦ  !ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƴƻǊƳŀƭƭȅ ǾŜǊȅ ǎƻŎƛŀƭΣ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ƳŀǘƛƴƎ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ dissolve into monogamous pairs, 

with the male feeding the female, while she incubates the eggs, usually three per season.  The eggs are white, with brown speckles.  

During this time, the male cardinal becomes aggressive towards other birds, and sometimes they crash against window glass, trying 

to attack an intruder, which was merely their reflection.   

           In the United States, the Cardinal is called the State Bird, because it holds the record for being the state bird of the most 

number of states ς West Virginia, Ohio, Illinois, Kentucky, Virginia, and our own North Carolina. 

         /ŀǊŘƛƴŀƭǎΩ ŘƛŜǘ Ŏƻƴǎƛǎǘǎ ƻŦ ǎŜŜŘǎΣ ŦǊǳƛǘǎΣ ƛƴǎŜŎǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴ ǎƳŀƭƭ ƭƛȊŀǊŘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƳǎΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎŜǘ ǳǇ ŀ ōƛǊŘ ŦŜŜŘer in the 

yard, they do prefer peanuts and sunflower seeds.  How do I know?  A little birdie ǘƻƭŘ ƳŜΧ 

  

Tides 

¢Ƙƛǎ Ŧŀƭƭ ǿŜ ǎŀǿ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ ƭƻǿŜǎǘ ǘƛŘŜǎ ǿŜΩǾŜ ŜǾŜǊ ǎŜŜƴ 

ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǊ άǊŜŀǊ ǿƛƴŘƻǿέΦ    At high tides, we could barely see the reeds in 

the marshland.  When the moon and the sun are lined up, they cause 

exceptionally high and low tides, known as Spring Tides, even though they 

ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ Řƻ with the Spring season.    The Proxigean Spring 

Tide, which occurs about every other year, is when the moon and the sun 

are lined up, causing a stronger gravitational pull, plus the moon is closest 

to the earth, and is in between the earth and the sun.     

 

 

 



bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊΩǎ ¢ǊƛǾƛŀ 

I decided to bring back the Trivia game part of our newsletter, and in the spirit of the holidays, and thanks to my granddaughter 

5ƛŀƳƻƴŘ ǿƘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻƳŜΣ ǿŜΩǊŜ ŦŜŀǘǳǊƛƴƎ bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊΩǎ ǘǊƛǾƛŀΦ  (Answers on page 3) 

1.   When do the Chinese celebrate their New Year? 

нΦ   ²ƘŜƴ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊΩǎ 9ǾŜ ōŀƭƭ ŘǊƻǇǇŜŘ ƛƴ ¢ƛƳŜǎ {ǉǳŀǊŜΚ 

оΦ  Iƻǿ ƳǳŎƘ ŘƻŜǎ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊΩǎ 9ǾŜ ²ŀǘŜǊŦƻǊŘ /Ǌȅǎǘŀƭ ōŀƭƭ ǿŜƛƎƘΚ 

4.  What does Auld Lang Syne mean? 

5.  In the ancient Roman calendar, when did the New Year begin? 

6.  ²ƘŜƴ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊΩǎ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜŘΚ 

7.  Under which calendar is New ¸ŜŀǊΩǎ 5ŀȅ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ мΚ 

8.  Kwanzaa is a seven-Řŀȅ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ŜƴŘǎ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ мΦ  ²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ άƪǿŀƴȊŀŀέ ƳŜŀƴ ƛƴ {ǿŀƘƛƭƛΚ 

9.  Rosh Hashanah is the beginning of the New Year for what religion? 

млΦ  ²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ άwƻǎƘ IŀǎƘŀƴŀƘέ ƳŜŀƴΚ 

 

 

Oyster Festival Review 

October means only one thing in Ocean Isle Beach ς Oyster Festival.  This year, on October 15th and 

16th, over 70,000 people attended the 31st annual Oyster Festival.   Country singer Josh Kelley was the 

headliner this year.   There was something for everyone.  As usual, there was a wide variety of crafts, 

awesome food, and great music.  The kids enjoyed a new addition this year ς a ride on a real live camel.  

Well, I say the kids, but many adults enjoyed the camel ride too.   The first place winner of the oyster stew 

was the Giggling Mackerel Seafood Grille in Ocean Isle Beach.  Second place went to The Grille, on Main 

Street in Shallotte.  Boundary House in Calabash took third place.   

              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The annual Ocean Isle Beach Bridge Run for Food Half Marathon and 5K Run/Walk will take 

place on January 7, 2012.  Starting at 9:00, runners will meet on Third Street to start the race 

across the bridge to the mainland, and back.  Last year, 473 runners competed.  The Run for 

Food race is run by the South Brunswick Interchurch Council, which is a group of Christian 

churches of all denominations, helping citizens in the area, by providing food, shelter, 

ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƛƴ ƴŜŜŘΦ   LǘΩƭƭ ōŜ ŀ ŎƘƛƭƭȅ ǊǳƴΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ 

ƎƻƻŘ ŎŀǳǎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ōŜǎƛŘŜǎΣ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŜǿΦ 

 



                                                              

                                                            The staff and management at R.H. McClure Realty               

                                                      would like to wish all of you a very Merry Christmas              

                                                      and Happy New Year!  

 

 

Our 2012 Vacation Rentals brochure will be out this month!  If youõre not already on our mailing list, be sure 

to give us a call to receive our brochure. 

                                                         800-332-5476 

                                         wΦIΦ aŎ/[¦w9 w9![¢¸Ω{ C!/9.hhY {²99t{¢!Y9{ 

²ŜΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪ {ǿŜŜǇǎǘŀƪŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ά[ƛƪŜέ ƻǳǊ ǇŀƎŜ ƻƴ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪΦ  !ǎ ǇǊƻƳƛsed, 

one of our lucky Facebook fans will win a free reservation fee (a $60.00) value. 

!ƴŘ ƻǳǊ ǿƛƴƴŜǊ ƛǎΧ 

Michael Boyer 

Michael Boyer, when you book your reservation for 2012, your reservation will not be charged a reservation 

fee!  If you already have a reservation, call us to make the adjustment in our records. 
Prize has no cash value ς it can only be applied to 2012 reservation. 

 

!ƴǎǿŜǊǎ ǘƻ bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊΩǎ ¢ǊƛǾƛŀ 

1.   The Chinese celebrate their New Year at the second moon after the winter solstice. 

2.  The first bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊΩǎ 9ǾŜ ōŀƭƭ ǿŀǎ ŘǊƻǇǇŜŘ ƛƴ ¢ƛƳŜǎ {ǉǳŀǊŜ ƻƴ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ омΣ мфлтΦ 

3.    ¢ƘŜ bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊΩǎ ²ŀǘŜǊŦƻǊŘ /Ǌȅǎǘŀƭ ōŀƭƭ ǿŜƛƎƘǎ мΣлтл ǇƻǳƴŘǎΦ 

4.   Auld Lang Syne means Times Gone By. 

5.   In the ancient Roman calendar, the New Year began on March 1. 

6.   The first New Year holiday was observed in ancient Babylon about 4,000 years ago. 

7.   New Year Day is January 1 under the Gregorian calendar. 

8.   ¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ άYǿŀƴȊŀŀέ ƳŜŀƴǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŦǊǳƛǘǎΦ 

9.   Rosh Hashanah is the beginning of the New Year in the Jewish religion. 

10.   Rosh Hashanah means Head of the Year.  

 

 

R.H. McClure Builders is a trusted   

Br unswick County builder for new  

homes, remodeling, and commercial  

construction. Get to know us  

and realize your  possibilities.  

910-579-2454  

www.rhmcclurebuilders.com  

http://www.facebook.com/pages/RH-McClure-Realty-Inc/121643111222232
http://www.rhmcclurebuilders.com/


Super Saturday  
      

Super Saturday started at 2:00p.m. on November 26 with the 

yearly parade down Second Street.  There were clowns, 

{ƘǊƛƴŜǊǎΩ Ǝƻ-carts, floats, boats, and of course, Santa Claus.  

The Dunn Clowns were the favorite of my grandchildren, as 

well as all the candy they collected.  What our little OIB 

parade lacks in size, it more than makes up for in enthusiasm 

and fun. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Later that evening, after the Christmas tree on Causeway Drive was 

lit up, and Christmas carols were sung, Santa arrived at the Ocean 

LǎƭŜ .ŜŀŎƘ CƛǊŜ {ǘŀǘƛƻƴΦ  ¢ƘŜ hŎŜŀƴ LǎƭŜ .ŜŀŎƘ tǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ hǿƴŜǊǎΩ 

Association provided cookies and hot cocoa.  Everyone enjoyed the 

festive atmosphere, and having a chat with Santa.  From there it 

was back over the bridge to watch the 8th annual Christmas Flotilla.    

The boat parade started at Shallotte Point, and came down the 

LƴǘǊŀŎƻŀǎǘŀƭ ²ŀǘŜǊǿŀȅ ǘƻ ŘƻŎƪ ōŜƘƛƴŘ {ƘŀǊƪŜȅΩǎ wŜstaurant.  There 

was much whooping and hollering as people called out to their 

favorite.  My personal favorite, and the winner, was the red  

choo-choo train, complete with golden wheels, and silver 

smokestack.   

 

 

 

 


